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field in 124.1* to York in 1255,' and to Canterbury in
I272.3 In the election to Ely of 1256 Henry III had
tried to secure the appointment of his chancellor, Henry
de Wengham, and though the latter resigned his claim on
seeing it disputed, Henry III none the less supported the
archbishop in his rejection of the candidate actually elected,
Hugh Belsham.4 In the election to Norwich in 1236 the
king adopted and supported the original plea of the Arch-
deacon of Norwich against the bishop-elect.5 In the elec-
tion to Chichester in 1253 he protested against the appeal
and appointment of Richard Wych, who had been nominated
to the see by Boniface after his rejection of Robert Passelewe,
the king's candidate, a notorious forest judge.6 In the
successful confirmation of Boniface to Canterbury in I24I,7
and Aymer of Valence to Winchester in 1250^ Henry
was most intimately concerned as they were his relatives
and nominees. In the elections to Canterbury of 1231-3.
he had given his assent to the three successive candidates,
Ralph Neville, John, the Prior of Canterbury, and M. John
le Blund.9 Even in the appointment to Winchester of
1262, which seems to have come before the Papacy simply
on the appeal of the convent from the metropolitan court,
and where there is no indication that either of the two
candidates, the Abbot of Middleton or Andrew, Prior of
Worcester, was favoured by Henry III, he appointed a
proctor cto oppose and appeal in all matters touching
the king's crown and dignity in the matter of the late
election Y°
The king would be represented at the papal court by
proctors, men of standing or of great experience, e.g.
Bishop Alexander Stavensby, M. Henry de Susa, the great
1	Henry III recommended Richard, Abbot of Evesham, and Keeper of the Great
Seal, who was elected by a minority of the Lichfield canons.  (Chron. Maf. iv. 172.)
2	Henry III recommended Aymer of Valence.   (Ann. Mon. ii. 407 j iv. x i o.)
3	The lord Edward recommended Robert Burnell.   (Ann. Mon. iv. 236.)
4	Chron. Maj. v. 611, 635-6 j Close Rolls, 1256-9, pp. 108, 109.
5	C.P.R. i. 167 (9 Nov. 1236); cf. ibid. pp. 169,174 5 CaL Papal Letters, i, 163.
6	Acta Sanctorum, Aprilis, i. 287.
7	Col. Papal Letters, i. 2005 Gervase of Canterbury, ii. 186—201.
8	Col. Papal Letters, i. 266 5 Chron. Maj. v. 179-83.
9	Gervase of Canterbury, ii. 129-305 Patent Rolls, ii. 457, 498.
10 C.P.R, 1258-66, p. 150 ; Ann, Mon. ii. 98 ; Col. Papal Letters, i. 378.

